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F Mr. LESLET o the nber of Sax 
My Lord, | Foe . 


UR Correſpondence has been ſomewhat interrupted of late. I am iu Debt for your Introdulh 
() and Sermon upon the 31ſt of Ofober, before George. It will be hard to put them together; ot 
they are ſweet and bitter out of the ſame Fountain. The Former ſeis before us * The © __ 
reviving the Fires in Smithfield, and from thence over the whole Nation: The Clergy * Introd. 
being turn'd out of their Livings, or forced to abandon their Wives, &c. The Abbey Lands p. 36, * 
being reſum'd: The Inquiſition ſet up: And ſuch a Scene of Cruelty and Barbar ity, that &C. | 
you wonder at a Set of Men ſo impiouſly corrupted in the Point of Religion, as not to be B 
frigbtied at all this! Here your Buſineſs was to fright Folks ; but in your Sermon we ſee quite andi 
Spirit: I For doing to all others what we would have others do to us; loving all Mankind, 
not only Friends, but even Enemies, forbearing and forgiving them, and praying for them; Ser. | 
pitying the Miſerable, and relieving the Poor according to their Neceſſities, and our Abun- . 
dance; inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves in a Spirit of Love, and overcoming Evil with Good; g 
returning, even to thoſe of the Church of Rome, Perſecution for Perſecution, doing no Hardjhip to them, ov 
than what is neceſſary to ſecure our ſelves from falling into their Hands. We know both their Principia 
and what their Practices have been, whereſoever they get Power over thoſe they call Hereticks; again 
which it is but reaſonable that we ſhould be on our Guard; and it is to be hoped, that Matters ſhall neue 
be carried farther againſt them, whatſoever we, or our Brethren :nay have fahre at their Hands. 
Thus your Lordſhip, and, as a Royal Interpreter, we are bound to believe you ſpeak the Mind of youll 
Maſter, who has Meaſures to keep with the Papiſts, upon other Intereſts and Views than thoſe of Greats 
Britain; and as he did in his own Countty, before he came thither, where he built Churches for them 
and a College even for the Feſuits at his own Palace im Hanover, while the Reformed are not ſuffered ths 
have any Church within the City, or publick Exerciſe of their Religion; no not while his Mother this 
Princeſs Sophia livd, who was one of them: Which theweth, that he preferr'd Rome to Geneva; for Col 
and Tranſubſtantiation are not ſo widely different. | 1 
And either may go down, if we muſt take that Account of our Improvements by the Revolution. 
+ If there is any Difference, ſay you, between the preſent State of things, and that ve 
were in above thirty Years ago, it is that we are now more naked and defenceleſs, more + Introds 
inſenſible and ſtupid, and much more deprav'd in all reſpe&s than we were then, We are p. 28. 
funk in our Learning, vitiated in Principle, tainted, ſome with Atheiſm, others with Super- EE 
ſtition; both which, tho' by different Ways, prepare us for Popery. So that the Miſchief of Atheiſm is 
leading us to Popery ! Thele are ſtrong Lines. | 4 
But, my Lord, may it not be worth your moſt ſerious Enquiry, how the Revolution brought this Atheiſam; 
among us? For there is no Effect without a Cauſe? Give me Leave then to ſuggeſt ſome of theſe Cauſes, and 
they ſhall be pretty apparent. | | | | 2 
I. So many of the Low Church Clergy following your Lordſhip's Steps, and preaching backward againſt: 
cheir former Characteriſtick Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, which they had for many Years before incul- 
cated into the People more frequently, and with greater Earneſtneſs than any other Chriſtian Doctrine, and 
none more than your Lordſhip, of which you have been told fo often, that I ſpare repeating, only for the 
| Refreſhment of your Memory; and to fave you the Trouble of looking over your voluminous Tracts, I 
have * a ſmall Collection to this Purpoſe out of your own Works, as an Appendix to the Good Old Cauſe, i 
which was dedicated to your Lordſhip's Service. | Y 
Now what could thoſe poor People think, who had taken their Religion upon the Authority of their 


Teachers, but that all the reſt of the Chriſtian Doctrines were as falſe as this, which they ſaw recanted, 
and as little believed by theſe Preachers themſelves 2 And how far this might be a Snare to lead Men into 
Atheiſm, I leave your Lordſhip to judge. 


2. The new Oaths impos'd in flat Contradiction to thoſe lawful Oaths taken before, and adminiſtred im 
vain; for a lawful Oath is not diſſolv'd by any After-Oath which is contrar 


Oath is y to it; bur the Aﬀet-Oath ig. 

_ tanful. And no Oath can diſcharge a Man from his Duty to God; and his Laws; fe A Man nn oblies; 
| 3 muntelt to fin. Therefore it is a Rule agreed u on by that an unlawful Oach bihds to nothing * 2 
F penance, and ix wund be a Sin to keep it, as it was in Herdd, who för his Oath's fa eee 
l believe there are no 


5 ne, even of common Swearers, who would take ſolemn Oaths for nothing: Theres" | 
dre the new Oaths were made a Qualification for Places of Profit and Power. But there is no Stop in 
Wickedneſs: At laſt came the Abjuration! And becauſe they knew it would go terribly againſt the Frais 
Vith very many, Dr. Stillingſteet Biſhop of Worceſter, and others of the complying Divines, having wrote | 
againſt it, while it was in forming, and generally all of them having expreſs'd their utmoſt Dereſtation-of { 
46; And having ſeen, by the Example of the mo — Archbiſhop o& Camerbury, Dr. Sancroſt and 
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dear Half the Biſhops at che Revolution, with ſeveral Hundreds of the inferior Clergy, and many of the 
aity, Men of Quality and Honour, who choſe rather to quit their Places, than d e their Conſciences; 

herefore _ ut a Clauſe in the Aljuration, obliging every Man that took it, to ſwear that he did it 
illingly and 0 And ſince loſing their Places would not perſwade Men, they made the Penalty of re 

t a Premunire ; which is {tripping Men of all they have in the World, diveſting them of all Property in 

my thing, even to the Cloaths upon their Backs, or a Bit of Meat, if any ſhould give it them, and Im- 


. 


power'd to tender this Oath to whom they pleaſed, Man or Woman, above the Age of Sixteen, and the 
Refuſal to be Præmunire. I know it was ſaid, that this was only in Terrorem, and was never put in Ex- 


one of them ſu 


Ve ſee then what it is to have the Execution of the Laws put into Whigg Hands, who have now iſſued a 
Proclamation ſigned George R. to revive theſe Laws, and commanding them to be put in Execution to the 
tmoſt Extremity ; having firſt purg'd the Commiſſions of the Peace throughout the Kingdom, of all who 
were ſuſpected of Moderation, or any Fayour towards the Church: And in the Hands of theſe Juſtices it is 
now put, to exterminate all tender Conſciences in England, above Sixteen Years of Age; and they are requir'd 
to give an Account of their Proceedings herein to K. George and his Council, that every one may go before 
other in ſhewing their Zea! to their new K. ſince they know what will pleaſe him. 

But if the Reaſon given in this Proclamation, for this unexampled Severity, be true, viz. That theſe 
Men have rais'd that general Diſguſt which has appeared throughout the Nation, againſt their new Redeemer : 
I fay, if this be true, it might have a quite different Effect from what he propoſes ; for if theſe Men have 
ſuch a univerſal Poſſeſſion of the Affections of the People every where, it is likely the People of England 
will not be better __ to ſee their beſt Friends ſo cruelly perſecuted, and all devoted to Deltruction. They 
did not uſe fo to be gain d. Was this for being diſappointed of that Draught of Blood expected ar Briſtol, 
and other Places? Moſt Governments begin with Acts of Clemency; but here the Word is Blood and De- 
ſolation; and They who love not my Government ſhall feel it. The Lord rebuke this Spirit of Perſecution 


chat is gone forth, and make a Way for theſe poor People to eſcape, whom he has already devoured in his 


not Men ſay, When the Fox begins to preach 


Intentions. Was your Sermon of Moderation and Chriſtian Charity meant as a Preludium to this? Will 


But now, my Lord, let me ſpeak to your Conſcience, in the Preſence of the Great God, before whom you 
and I, * to the Courſe of Nature, muſt ſoon give an Account; you have ſworn, that he who now 
takes the Stile of James III. has no manner of Right whatſoever to the Crown. There are ſeveral Sorts of 


Right, according to the Conſtitution of different Countries: The Emperor and King of Poland have the 


Right of Election; but in Hereditary Governments the Right is in Proximity of Blood. And you cannot 


as 


you your ſelf deliver'd ſo convincingly in your 1238 Sermon at Salisbury, viz. That by the Law 
of God, and the whole Earth, a Child own'd by both Parents is to be taken as ſuch, unleſs evident Proof 
be made to the contrary. Therefore you ſaid, that you laid no Streſs upon the Birth of the Prince of Wales, 
but that there was an Act of Parliament againſt him, and ſo you go wholly upon what you call Par/ia- 
mentary Right. Whether you had that truly, or not; or, if you had, whether it would ſuperſede his 
Hereditary Right, we ſhall ſce preſently ; but in the mean time you allow he has the Hereditary Right: 
How then can you ſwear, that he has no manner of Right whatſoever 2 for this was put into the Oath of 
Abjuration, to bar all Sorts of Right, of one kind or other. 


And now for your Parliamentary Right. If the Prince of Orange was no boy King, then that Par- 


liament was no legal Parliament. And when you can make out the Legality of that Convention which 


made him King, and their Right to diſpoſe of the Crown, I dare engage for James III. (I know his Juſtice | 


ſo well) that he will be no more a Pretender, or give you farther Trouble. But he thinks he has the He- 
reditary Right, which you likewiſe own, and have Abjur'd. . . 
And all the Pretence now, is Religion. But, my Lord, let us be in earneſt in this Matter: Does your 


made an Objection againſt him, more than againſt his Father? Ir was reckon d no Bar againſt his Sucs 
ceſſion. There was an Experiment indeed made by the Bil! of Excluſion, but it was rejected in Parliament, 


the Prince of Orange, or his Convention, even when they were reſolv'd to Abdicate the King, object | 


Religion as an Incapacity in him to hold the Crown. What then has alter d the Caſe as to his Son? = © 
"ER | = 3 Wn a greater · 


* 


priſonment for Life in this Condition; and that none might eſcape, any two Juſtices of the Peace were im- 


cution to this ys like the Sanguinary Laws againſt the Papiſts in Queen Elizabeth's Time, by which 
r'd from that time to this, except two or three in the Whigg Fury of the Popiſh Plot. 


Gay that Fames III. has not this Right, unleſs you were ſure that he was not born of the Queen; ſo ſure 
to take your Oath of it. Nay, my Lord, I muſt tell you, that you are ſure of the contrary, by what 


Lordihip really believe that Dominion is founded in Grace? Did not Chriſt and his Apoſtles command. 
Obedience to Heathen Governours, and that for Conſcience ſake, as being the Ordinance of God? And will 
ou exclude your lawfut King, | becauſe he is a Chriſtian of a different Denomination ? But why is thi 


as being contraty to the Laws, and a total Subverſion of the Conſtitution. This determin'd the Matter, ſq; * 
that there was not the leaſt Scruple made upon his Acceſſion, no, not by any Man in Britain: Neither did 
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a greater Crime in him to be driven, when an Infant, into a Popiſh Country to be educated there, than in 
his Father to quit the Communion of the Church of England, wherein he had been educated, and to embrace 
that of Rome, which the Church calls Apoſtacy, and is made Treaſon by the Law, 13 Eliz.? Or will you lay upon 
him the Male-Adminiſtrations charg'd upon his Father, before he was born? Your Cauſe is naked indeed, 
when you cannot name any one Reaſon for your excluding this Prince, the moſt accompliſhed of his Age in 
Europe, unleſs it be for that Reaſon, and that he worſe Title, the better King. 

But if Religion is the only Objection againſt him, why have you excluded him tho' he ſhould become a 
Proteſtant > Do you think there cannot be a true Convert from Popery 2 Then ſurely the Truth muſt be on 
that Side. And you muſt begin your Hiftory of the Reformation again, and you may make it much ſhorter, 
and tell the World, that the Whole of the Matter is, Theſe Refotmers were all a Parcel of Hypocrites, aud 
meer Papiſts in their Hearts; for were they not ſo bred? 0 
Bur tho' the Prince you perſecute was bred a Papiſt, yet I can tell yon, my Lord, he is no Bigot; he is not 
the Deaf Adder you ſo reſpectfully mention; he will not refuſe, in due time and place, to hear what you 
have to ſay upon the Point of Religion: This he has promis'd, and ſent it under his own Hand, where you 
might have ſeen it, I doubt not but you have heard of ir. But what Opportunity has been offer'd him, 
where with Safety and Honour he might do this? What Arguments have you offer'd, except the Baculinum, 
to rob him of his Undoubted Right and Inheritance; to attaint him, and ſet a Price upon his Head, much 
greater than that for which our Saviour was berray'd ? And all this without any Crime or Offence given by 
fim! Such Innocence was never ſo perſecuted, ſo oppreſs d, except only in the Caſe of our Bleſſed Lord. He 
may ſay as to the World, Which of you convinceth me of Sin? But notwithſtanding his wicked Citizens hated 
him, and ſent a Meſſage after him, when he was gone into a far Country, ſaying, We will not have this Man ro 
Reign over us. An __ Becauſe he is the Heir, therefore let us Kill him, and the Inheritance ſhall be 
- Ours; That is, the People's, to pull down, and fer up Kings at their Pleaſure, without being oblig'd to 
give any other Reaſon but, We are they that ought to ſpeak, who is Lord over us? | | 
And now do you wonder at the Increaſe of Atheiſm ſince the Revolution? And the Superſtition which 
ou join with it, is of thoſe unreaſonable Men, who deſire not to remove the ancient Land-marks, but to 
eep within the Laws and Conſtitution which they receiv'd from their Fathers, and 3 by their Autho- 


rity upon their Poſterities, who have farther bound themſelves by their own Oaths, who think not the Voice 


of the People, that is of every prevailing Party, to be the Voice of God, for that it was the Voices of the 
_ which prevail d to prefer a Murtherer to their Saviour, and therefore they dare not truſt to it in ex- 
cluding their Lawful King. Theſe Rechabites, who have Reſpe& to their Fathers, to their Laws, and the 
Conſtrution left by them, and cannot give in to every Revolution, which overturns the Old Foundations; 
theſe are the ſuperſtitious who ſtand in your Lordſhip's Way, and who by their Stiffneſs in this, are, you 
ſay, leading us to Popery. = | 
But to what Part of 1 Is it to the Depoſing Doctrine? Which Power Dr. Burnet, late Profeſſor 
of Divinity at Glaſgow, thinks better truſted in the Hands of the Pope, than of the People. Read his 
Words in his Vindication of the Church and State of Scotland, Printed at Glaſgow 1673. where p. 68, 69. 
he ſays, Leſs Diſorders may be apprehended from the P:-etentions of the Roman Biſhops, than from thoſe 
Maxims that put the Power of Judging and Controuling the Magiſtrate in the People's Hands, which 
opens a Door to endleſs Confuſions, and indeed ſets every private Perſon upon the Throne, and introduceth 
an Anarchy which will never admit of Order, or Remedy: Whereas thoſe who have but one Pretender 
over them, could more eaſily deal with him, aud more vigorouſly reſiſt bim. Nay, he makes the Power of 
the People to be a Popith Doctrine, as he ſays in his excellent Sermon upon the zoth of January, 1680, 
P- 15. thus. The reſolving of all Power in the People was firſt taken up by the Aſſerters of the Pope's © 
Depofing Power ; for they argued, that if it belonged to the People, then the Pope repreſenting the Uni- 
ver ſal Church, all their Right did accrue to him, ſo that in their Names he was to diſpoſe of Crowns. as 
be pleasd. I am not concerned to reconcile the Biſhop and the Doctor; but here the Revolation is made 
to be entirely Popiſh, unleſs railing at the Word Popery, and embracing its Principles, may be call'd a 
Reformation! ID | | 
Do not you charge the Papiſts with the Principle to do every thing for the Good of Mother Chuch, which 
otherwiſe it would not be lawful to do; to lye, ſwear aud forſwear, to cheat, equivocate, murder, and 
rebel, and ruin whole Nations, to betray Father and Mother, of any thin more monſtrous, all is ſanctify d. 
by the good End propos'd to advance Religion! And is not this a brief Hiſtory of the Revolution? Is it 
l ſtrange then that Atheiſm ſhould come in with it? Name = one Wickedneſs the Papiſts are charg'd with 
Ito have acted for their Church, and can you ſay that the like has not been done in the Revolution, on pre-. 
tence of preſerving the Proteſtant Religion? And if common Truth and Honeſty is not to be found in any 
Church, is not this the High-way to Atheiſm ? And you call thoſe ſuperſtitious, and of flavith narrow Spirits, 
who boggle at any of theſe things, to carry on the good Old Cauſe ! wil you ever again call the Holy League 
in France a Rebellion, or the ſolemn League and Coyenant ? For both pretended the Purity of Religion! To 
5 : | | . | believe 
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believe no God, or to live looſe and diſſolutely as if there were none, is net half ſo monſtrous, nor hag 
thoſe Aggtavations, as to father all our Wickedneſs upon God, and ſanctify it with the Name of Religion! A meek 
Murder! A Godly Rebellion! Saying Grace to a Rape! And begging a Bleſſing upon Perjury and Hypocriſy ! Such, 
my Lord, is the pathetical Part at the End of your Sermon of loving even Enemies, 2 no Injury, but over- 
coming Evil with Good, &c. If you make not out the Juſtice and Legality of the Revolution for which you plead. 
| And you give no other Reafons for it, but the ſtrange Providences which attended ir, as the changing of the 
Wind, &c. to favour your Defigns, that the Prince of Orange, no, nor the Elector of Brunſwick neither, was 
drown'd going into England, and the like, which make up the Bulk of your Sermon, and is a Diary of theſe ſort of 
wonderful Providences. But there never was a proſperous Wickedneſs, which had not many of theſe Providences 
to reckon, elſe it had not been Proſperous. This was the conſtant Theme of the 41 Whiggs: Every Victory over 
| the King was a ſure Demonſtration that they fought the Lord's Battles, and that theirs was his own Cauſe! Will 
your Lordſhip ſay, That Succeſs always attends Juſtice in this World? This would give Mabometiſm the better of 
| Chriſtianity. Why then did you entertain your new King with ſuch wretched Stuff? But he did not underſtand 
you. And they who did, knew there was nothing better to be ſaid for the Revolution, or his Title to the Crown. 
If you had had any better, I ſuppoſe you would have given it him. | 
| Think not, my Lord, that I deny Providence here. No, far from it, I believe a Sparrow does not fall to the 
{| Ground without the Providence of God. And no Man who has taken an Account of his own Lite, but muſt have 
{ obſery'd many Providences relating to his particular Concern, of which he ought to take notice, and be thankful 
for the Mercies receiv d. But this is no Proof to other Men, and God has not founded Government (wherein all 
are concern'd) upon ſuch Obſervations as theſe, but fix d it upon poſitive Rules and Precepts, which are obligatory 
to all. And theſe Precepts are not to be oyer-rul'd by Proyidences, which Men often miſtake, and apply them to 
the very contrary of that for which they were intended. How many times has the general Diſſatisfaction taken 
' againſt the late King James, and the Unanimity with which the Prince of Orange was receiv'd as a Deliverer, 
and the ſeeming earneſt Concern for the Succeſſion of the Houſe of Hanover, that it muſt be brought in to every 
| Addreſs, tho' by Head and Tail; 1 lay, how has this been urged as ſuch a Providence of God, that no doubt could 
be made but that he was well pleas'd with the Revolution, and with this Succeſſion 2 but now ſee another Provi- 
dence ; that as ſoon as this long defir'd Houſe came into England, even upon the Bloody Coronation Day, ſuch a 
general Diſguſt and Contempr of the new ei. 4 6 II all over the Nation, that Hiſtory, perhaps, cannot afford 
ſuch another Inſtance. And whether the Method of Severity now taken, and moſt agreeableto the Deſporick Go- 
| vernment he has us'd in his own Country, will mend or marr the Matter, Time muſt thew. Suppoſe now, my 
| Lord, one ſhould improve this into a Providence that God has turn d the Hearts of the People back again to their 
old Conſtitution and Royal Family, having at laſt ſeen how groſlly they have been impos'd upon, their Sin being 
Pointed out by Providence, in their Puniſhment ; for there is not ſo notorious an Inſtance any where to be found 
as that which has been choſen, to bring to our Minds the impious Slanders upon the moſt virtuous Queen, and 
the pretended Suſpicions of the Legitimacy of the Prince of Wales, James the III. There is another Provi- 
| dence which has brought the Hanoverian Tories to their Senſes again, who promis d themſelves all Security to the 
Church in that Succeſſion; and that her Friends would be chiefly employed in the Adminiſtration. And the new 
Eing has Reaſon to blame his Credulity in believing the Whiggs, that they are the Weight of the Nation, and 
| that they had render'd the Church ſo contemptible, that no Danger was to be apprehended from that Side. But 
| the Reſentment of the People has ſhew'd itſelf more openly and univerſally than in the time of the late King James, 
| before the Prince of Orange Landed with an Army to ſet them at Work: But they act now like Men in Deſpair, 
| fearleſs of Danger, giving all for loſt, and if they cannorreſcuethe Church, reſoly'd to periſh with her. And this 
at a time when itis reckon'd Crime enough to turn any Man out, even of the Army, who is ſuſpected to have kind 
| Wiſhes towards her, or that he was employed by the late Queen, who was a Nurſing Mother to her; for which an 
Inguiſition is now ſet up at White-Hall ; and the Dutch Gazettes call the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, Your Lord- 
mMip, and others join'd with him, Preſbyterian Prelates. We may take ſure Indexes from thoſe who are the beſt 
Allies. In ſhort, as to the Church of England, Omnia peſſum eunt ; ſhe is declar'd an Enemy, when all are 
counted ſuch who are Friends to her, and for that Reaſon. And it is too late to mend; the Fault is committed; the 
Hearts of the People are loſt to King George, and he muſt ſtand or fall with the Whigg Intereſt, which he has. 
; eſpous'd. And when he finds, as find he muſt, that they are an inconſiderable, tho noiſy Part of the Nation, and 
vill not be able to ſupport him, and he far from Home, it isenough to turn his Head. It would make a Man mad: 
to. {ce himſelf ſo wheed!'d, ſo betray d, that inſtead of a King, he already is become the Jeſt, the Contempt and 
*Axcrfiqn of the Nation, while they have in cheir Eye a Native of their own, with Heart entirely Engliſp, who only. 
has the Right, and againſt whom there is no Objection can be put by any reaſonable Man. And he only can reſtore 
their Conſtitution and their Laws, and give Peace and Security to Britain, I may lay, to Europe. And I would 
deſire no more on his Behalf, than that the worſtof his Enemies ſhould ſee and converſe with him. 1 
Pray, my Lord, let me ask you one Queſtion; did you really believe this Prince to be born of the Queen, 
when you officiated in the Chapel Royal of the Princeſs at the Hague, and pray d for him as Prince of Wales, 
in the Solemn Offices of the Church? If you did, what new Diſcoveries had you upon the Water in croſſing the; 
| | | | | Ferry 
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Ferry from thence to Exeter, where you forbid his being mentioned in the publick Prayers? did the Prince 
of Grange believe it when he ſent Myn Heer Zuleſtein to England, to congratulate his Birth? But if neither 
of you did believe it all this while, what a Scene of Hypocriſy and Villainy was here Acted? Not only to 
deceive the World, but to mock God, in offering ſolemn Prayers to him for what you thought an Impoſtor, 
and where the Words of your Mouth, and the Thoughts of your Heart were in direct Oppoſition to each 
other, when the one ſaid Bleſs, the other meant Curſe! With what Face then could you fo gravely reprehend 
thoſe of the Clergy, whom you ſuppos'd to pray one way, and look another? This is in your Printed | 
Speech before the Houſe of Lords, and there you charge this as one main Cauſe of the 2 and Infidelity 
(lay you) now ſpread throughout the Nation. But who led the Way ? Who did it firſt? And who now 
complains of Revolution-Atheiſm? And I will tell you, my Lord, that Air of Meekneſs and Picty which 
| you put on in doing this, makes the Spectre tenfold more deformed. Nothing will bear the Weight of 
thoſe Solemn Words you take in your Mouth upon theſe Occaſions, but evident Truths, built upon ſure and 
ſolid Principles. Therefore, my Lord, not only for your own Vindication, but in Charity to many others, 
of which Number J am one, who deſire Information, you are oblig d to prove this Poſition, which is the | 
Point at preſent, viz. . | | 
That a King may juſtly be excluded from his Throne on Account of Religion. a ö | 
This muſt be proved from the Laws of Chriſt, and the municipal Laws of Britain, to ſatisfy the 
Conſcience of the Subjects. And when you have done this, you will greatly deſerve of the Publick, of 
many deceived Perſons, and of Me in Particular. | | | 
I give your Lordſhip Caution, that in your Diſcuſſion of this Point, you give no Offence to your Brethren 
the Preſbyterians, who have in their Confeſſion of Faith, C. 23. concerning the Civil Magiſtrate, That 
Difference in Religion, even Infidelity, does not take away the Right of the Magiſtrate.” | | 
But if your Lordihip will not maintain the Poſition (as I am apt to believe you will not) then it remains 
| that you aſſign ſome other Cauſe for excluding this Prince from his Inheritance. And it you can Aſſign no 
other Cauſe, then you muſt confeſs that the Injuſtice you bave done to him is very apparent. _ 
© Suppoſe a Prince ſhould by Violence, and contrary to Law, take away the Right and Inheritance of his 
Subjects on Account of Religion, would it not be thought Tyranny and Oppreſſion in him? And is it no- 
thing in Subjects to take away the Right of Inheritance of their King upon the ſame Account? Is the Law a 
Rule to the King, and none to the Subjects? Has every Body Liberty and Property, and a Right of Inheri- 
| tance, but the King? All the Lands in Britain are held of the Cown, and forfeitable to it, as the only Foun- 
tain of Property: And can he who gives Right to others, have none himſelf? Cannot the _ take away 
the Right of the Subject, but according to Law? And can the Subject diſpoſe of the Crown it elf contrary 
to all Law? The Law ſays, The King can do no wrong ; but is this true only of the Subjects, they can do no 
wrong to their King? Your Lordſhip heard the late Duke of Leeds, upon the Tryal of Dr. Sacheverell, de- 
clare in the Houſe of Lords, that the Revolution was Reſiſtance and Rebellion, and that if they had not ſuc- 
ceeded, every Man concern'd in it, and himſelf with the reſt, had forfeited Life and Eſtate by the Law ; and 
he appeal'd to the Judges there preſent. Aud can the Law juſtify the Revolution and condemn it? Yes, 


As when the Sea breaks o'er its Bounds, So when Tyrannical Uſurpation 

And overflows the level Grounds; Invades the Freedom of a Nation 

© Thoſe Banks and Damms, that like a Skreen, The Laws of th' Land that were intended 
Did keep it out, now keep it in: To keep it out, are made defend is. 


And is this a total Subverſion of the Conſtitition? Which your Lordſhip gives as the only Caſe wherein 
Subjects may rebel, and whereby you do juſtify the Revolution againſt the late King James. 

But ſuppoſe he has abdicated, as you would have; chat is, roma and freely relinquiſh'd the Govern- 
ment, this would have made no Vacancy in the Throne; for by the Law and the Conſtitution, the next 
Heir had immediately ſucceeded. There can be no Inter-regnum in an Hereditary Monarchy, where the 
King never dies. But from the time that the Convention voted the Throne to be vacant, till they fill'd it 
with the Prince of Orange, you will not ſay, but there was a plain Inter-regnum, which was a total Sub- 
verſion of the Conſtitution : And ſo they underſtood it, for they thought not themſelves bound by any Law, 
they enquir'd not for the next Heir, nor who he was, but as being again reſoly'd into what they call the 
Original and Independent State of Nature, they imagin'd themſelves at Liberty to ſet up what ſort of Go- 
4 yernment they pleas d, and 1 believe your Lordihip will not deny that they might have turn d England into a 

| Common-Wealth' (as their Pedeceſſors did in 1649, and ſaid in the Act they made for it, that it was no 
I Breach of the Conſtitution) they might have ſet up an Ariſtocracy, Democracy, or what they would, or 

fill'd the Throne with any of themſelves, with any Turk, Saracen, or Jew, as well as with the Prince of 
Orange, and the one would have been no more a Breach of the Conſtitution than the other. Would it 
not be a total Subverſion of the Conſtitution of Heaven and Earth, as they ſtand at preſent, if they were 
reduced again to their Original Chaos? The Chaos in the Caſe of Government is that ſenſleſs Notion, and 
comrary to the Hiſtory of the Creation in Geneſis, hg an Independent State of Nature, and the Original 
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ontract ſuppos d to be made by the People upon their firſt Erection of Government. This is the Foundation 
of the pretended Power of the People over their Governours, and to alter and change Governments for their 
pwn Advantage. And this is the whole Authority of the Convention, who pleaded this Original Contract, 
which they ſaid the late King James had broken. It is a pity they did not produce it! But I heard one ſay, 
That Tory Rogue Dr. Brady ſtole it when he was Keeper of the Records in the Tower. From whence bs | 
thas proy'd that our new Conſtitution of the Houſe of Commons in Parliament was not known in England 
ill — 49. of Hen. 3. But bringing us back to the ſuppoſed State of Nature, and Power of the People, an 
Original Contract is a total Subverſion of all After-Conſtitutions, and leaves us in the ſame Freedom they 
| 3 Mankind was at firſt, to cook and order Government as they think fit, without any previous Obligations 
upon them. | ET FT | | 
Now 1 leave it to your Lordſhip, who is much vers'd in Manuſcripts, to find out whether Religion, and 
n 8 was made a Condition of Goverument in the Original Contract; for you will Zn it no 
where elſe. E | 1 „„ Eo eg 
{ I know your Lordſhip loves to look abroad in the World, to conſider the State of things, and the general 
Sentiments of Mankind, and blame thoſe who confine their Thoughts to a little Party-Strife in a Corner of 
Europe. I am told that the Great Mogul is a Mahometan, but the Generality of his Subjects are Gentiles. 
That the greateſt Number of the Subjects in Turkey are Chriſtians. That the King of Praſſta is a Calviniſt, 
but his Dominions generally Lurheray. The Duke of Saxony, now King of Poland, is a Convert Papiſt; 
but the Country of Saxony is Proteſtant, as is the Palatinate, tho' the Elector is a Papiſt. And a great, if 
not the greateſt Part of the Subjects of the States General, eſpecially ſince their new At uifrions, are Papiſts. 
Now, my Lord, if Religion be a Barr to Government, what a Confuſion will this bring into the World! 
_ Government, or what Subjects will be ſafe? And you fee this is not the common Sentiment of Man- 
nd. | | | 
I think this Point need not be labour'd any further. But tho! it is plain by the Laws of God and of the 
whole Earth, and particularly of Great Britain, that the Religion of King James III. is no Barr to his 
Right of Government, yet it may not be unacceptable to your Lordſhip to let you know what he has done 
already for the Security of the Church of England. In his Inſtruftions, bearing Date March 3. 1701-2. 
under his Hand and Signet Royal (and I can take my Oath I ſaw him ſign it, for 1 defir'd it) he gives up the 
Regale (of which your Lordſhip has wrote an excellent Hiſtory, ſhewing it to have been the great Corrupti- 
on of the Church) as to the Nomination of Biſhops, Deans, and all other Eccleſiaſtical ments in the 
Gift of the Crown. That the Archbiſhop of Canterbury for the time being, and four other Biſhops to be 
appointed, ſhall, upon each Vacancy, name three Perſons to his Majeſty, of which Number he ſhall take one. 
| And that the Church of England, by Law Eſtabliſh'd, ſhall be continued in the ſole Poſſeſſion of all her 
Churches, Univerſities, and even Schools. And moreover, as a particular Mark of his Favour and Boun 
to her, he remitted the Tenths and Firſt-Fruits, payable by the Biſhops and Clergy to the Crown. Which 
his Siſter knowing, ſhe did it afterwards, and receivd Addreſſes of Thanks for it from all Parts of the Na- 
tion, which indeed were juſtly due to him, who had done it before ſhe came to the Crown. If you ſay, 
he was under Age, you ſee at leaſt What the Queen his Mother, who then had the Government of him, was 
willing he ſhoul do in Favour of the Church of England. But he has ſince confirm'd theſe fame Inſtructions, 
and promis'd to make them good in his Letter bearing Date the 2d of May, 1711. wrote all with his own 
Hand, and now lying in London, which your Lordſhip may ſee, ang have Copies, if you deſire it. 
And he has done this the more willingly, and will do every thing elſe that can be devis'd for the Security 
of the Church of England, becauſe he is well ſatisfied of her Principles as to Government, and that if he 
were upon the Throne, ſhe muſt be his chief mg under Heaven, as her Security lies in preſerving the 
Monarchy according to the Conſtitution, which her own Experience has made good; for as he well ex- 
preſſes it in that Letter, The Crown was never ſtruck at, but The alſo felt the Blow. And as this is their 
Joint-Intereſt, ſo your Lordſhip is ſenſible that it would be no ways in his Power to renew the Marian 
Perſecution, when the Reformation was but young, and the Popiſh Intereſt ſo much Superior in England: 
to attempt it now, when that Intereſt is ſunk, at Mercy, and under Sanguinary Laws, would be Mad- 
'nefs, and end in nothing but their utter Extirpation, and the Danger is more on their Side than on ours. 
Therefore the Raw Head and Bloody Bones of Queen Mary's Reign, which you fer forth with fo much furioug | 
_Rhetorick, can frighten none but Children. But there is a Power now growing —_— which has made 
Noot and Branch-Work with the Church of England long ſince Queen Mary's time; and if your Lordſhip's 
[Concern had been for the Church, you would have given her ſome Notice of her Enemies on that Side, who 
have ſhed more of her Blood a thouſand times told, than ever 1 — Mary did, and much more, even up- 
on Scaffolds, of the Clergy, Nobility and Gentry. To divert us from this, you amuſe us with Danger from 
thoſe in whoſe Power it is not to hurt us, and the leaſt Attempt of it would be Ruin to themſelves. But, 
my Lord, the People of England have ſeen this, and ſhewn their Reſolution not to ſuffer the Church to be 
wortied over again by the ſame Hands. And you may as well ſtop the Tide at Graveſend with your Thumb, 
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as oppoſe the Torrent of the Inclinations of the People, now their Eyes are open d. Your Houſe is on Fire 
and it breaks out in ſeveral Parts; and if your Severities (the only way left, for they will be wheedl'd me 
more) ſhall force the People to their own Defence, you may accompany your King back again to Hanover 
if you ger Leave.—-My Lord, it is the beſt Advice you can give him before the Storm grow too high, And 
no SubjeR is more concern'd in this than your Lordſhip. He ſees he has not the Hearts of the People, and 
that it was a Faction only call'd him in, contrary to the Bent and Diſpoſition of the Nation. What then 
can he expect but a Crown of Thorns, a miſerable Life, and perhaps a fatal End? He may retreat with 
Honour, and doing Juſtice to the Injur'd, he may make himſelf a Bleſſing to Britain, by reſtoring her te 
her Conſtitution, Peace and Settlement ; and ſecure the Friendſhip of a Prince in whoſe Power it may be to 
return Good or Evil Offices. Perſuade him to begin with giving the Queen her Joynture, which is ſtrict 
due by Law, and cannot be detain d but by manifeſt Injuſtice. Lay before him the Sin of oppreſſing the 
Fatherleſs and Widow; and repeat out of your Sermon, Pitying the Miſerable, and relieving the Poor ke- 
cording to their Neceſſities, and our own Abundance. And much more giving them what is their Due, 
Doing to all others, what we would have others do to us. This is an eternal Rule by which you and h 
and all will be judg'd. Believe you this? Then remember that the Caſe of James III. is many ways different 
from that of James II. You having nothing againſt this Prince but what would unhinge the World; that is 
to exclude Kings for their Religion, and is a Principle you dare not ftand by. You told the late King James 
(as you ſay in your Speech before the Houſe of Lords) that he was not to truſt to your Principle of Paſſve 
Obedience, for you had a Diſtinction in your Sleeve. Have you a Diſtinction ready for this Principle too, 
of making Religion a Barr to Government? This would diſſolve all Governments where the Sovereigns and 
the Subjects are of different Sentiments in Religion. Will you ſay, except Great Britain? Or except Pope 
ry? I doubt you will find among them the beſt Friends you have as to this Principle. I know no other 
Gallicans, who make Religion a Barr ro Government. | : 

I believe your Lordſhip remembers very well the Expedient which King Charles II. rogue in Lien of 
the Bill of Excluſion of Limitations upon a Popiſh Succeſſor. Here is one who has voluntarily limited 
himſelf {as aforeſaid) and will paſs the ſame into a Law, if the Parliament defires it, or any other they can 

_ deviſe, for the Security of their Church and Religion, becauſe he is fully determin'd to attack neither, as 
thinking them his own greateſt Security, for the Reaſons told above. If you ſay that Limitations are no 
Security __ a Prince upon the Throne, you ſhould add, with an Army of his own, who are not fri- 
tains, and a Datch Alliance, with an Arbitrary Diſpoſition. Interpret not this, I pray yon, to your new 

Maſter, leſt he make ſhort Work with the Limitations put upon him, wherein you think your ſelves ſo ſe- 
cure. And wou'd you not be more ſafe under your own natural King? Who, as he has it not in his Dif- 
poſition, ſo would it be no ways in his Power, to break through the Laws, and ſet up for Arbitrary. Do 
you believe he would atrempt to bring in Popery with a Proteſtant Army 2 And he could have none other. 
If the Expedient had been accepted inſtead of the Excluſion, the Miniſters of the late King James could 
have no Handle, Pretence, or Power to have ſet forward thoſe Steps which prov'd fo faral ro himſelf and 
his People; but the Fury of the Whiggs at that time thinking their Game ſure, would have nothing leſs than 
the Excluſion: They would not ſtoop to Limitations, and fo chey loſt both, and have been the Cauſe of all 
the Miſeries that have follow'd. Imitate not the Pride and Hardneſs of their Hearts, leſt a worſe thing be- 

fal you. Remember the Parable of Jotham, that God ſent an evil Spirit between Abimelech and the Men of 
Shechem, and the Houſe of Millo (which was their Senate- Houſe) and made Fire come our of the one to 
devour the other. Now therefore if you have dealt truly and ſincerely with the Houſe of the Stuarts, a 
Race of mild and gentle Princes, under whom ye liv'd rich and happy, the Envy of all Nations, except 
when the Whiggs Jifturb'd you with their Rebellions, and under the laſt of whom that ſat upon the Throne 
your Victories extended farther than ever before, and inade Great Britain unconteſtably the Umpire of 
Europe ; and ſhe had done greater things than theſe, had not the Sins of the Nation haſten'd her Death, for 
which the Whiggs triumph, and all honeſt Men lament: And there is but one more of that Royal Name left 
{who have ſway'd the Scepter by hereditary Succeſſion 314 Yeats) to whom ye can make Repatation fot 
all the Injuries x to the Family. Agree with thine Adverſary quickly whilſt thou art in the Way with 
bim, leſt the Great Judge caſt thee into Priſon, whence thou ſhalt not come out, till thou baſt paid the 

| witermoſt Farthing. I ſay, If ye have done juſtly with this Royal Family, in making Hanover King, then 

rejoyce in Hanover, and let Hanover rejoyce in you: But if not------ 3 | 8 
The Whiggs Bape for a Common- wealth; therefote have weaken'd the Monarchy, and all the reſt of the 

Nation pant after their old Conſtitution. What Friends then has Hanover left? And why will ye not heats 

ken to . 6 Voices of the People? Are they not the Voice of God? Free Voices, unſollicited, and with the 

Hazard of their Lives; not like Addreſſes, made Matters of Form, where other Mens Words are impos d, 

and nothing but thanks return'd. This ſhews not the Heart, like Danger, which cannot hinder it when 
full, ro boil over. And where there is ſo much Smoke, there muſt be fome Fire, which may be ſtifl'd for 

a while, but will break out with more Violence, when the leaſt Wind blows. I have ſaid. And cannot 


| 0 
take Leave more properly than in your Lordſhip's own Words, in your Speech before the Houſe of Lords, 
which you have printed, where p. 2. you expreſs your (elf very pathetically in theſe Words. 5 
VI could ſee that I had gone out of the Way in that (the Revolution) I ſhould hold my ſelf unworthy to 
appear longer, either in this Habit, or in thisgreat Aſſembly ; but would think my ſelf bound to paſs away the 
reſt of my Liſe in Retirement, or Sorrow. There is nothing more certain in Religion, than that we ought 
0 repent of every Sin wwe have committed; and that we cannot truly vepert, unleſs we repair and reſtore, 
a far as is in our Power. „ 1 | | | | | 
Now, my Lord, the Point at preſent is, Whether a Prince ought to be excluded, meerly on Account of 
bis Religion? And if you reſolve it in the Negative, then you muſt conſeſs, that you have gone out of the 
May: If in the Affirmative, then you are oblig'd to give your Reaſons for it, to convince others; and till 
then, not to think them Obſtinate, 45% eh or Superſtitious, becauſe they cannot come into your new 
E Meaſures. I think no Chriſtian can hold this Principle; and therefore, thar you will never undertake it; 
but if you do, 1 hope you will uſe ſome other Arguments, than calling Men Enemies to the Government, 
and hunting them into Priſons, &c. This is not inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves in a Spirit of 
Love, as you ſay excellently in your Sermon, p. 27. | | | | 
Think not this unworthy an Anſwer, becauſe of the Hand it comes from. 1 would not involve you in 
criminal Correſpondence, and I had no other Way to come at you, and your Return in the ſame manner 
will be moſt acceptable to me. The Revolution, and your Maſter's Intereſt require it of you; your own 
Character, but much more the Account you are ſoon to give. | ET 
I have reduc'd the Matter to one ſingle Point; that of Religion; and if that will not do, find another 
Objection tf you can againſt King James III. 5 
And ſince this is all the Prejudice (for Law or Reaſon there is none) againſt him, ought we not to lay 
aſide Prejudices, in Obedience to the Law of God and Man, and the Lawful Oaths we and our Forefathers 
have taken? By all which we are oblig'd in the firſt Place to do Juſtice, and reſtore his Right to him; and 
| then uſing all lawful Means, to leave the reſt to Providence, which will govern, whether we will or not. 
H you ſay, you truſt to it in the Way you go on; I anſwer, It is not truſting, but tempting God, unlets 
you make out the Juſtice and Legality of your Ways: And offering Prayers to him, to proſper your 
| Wickedneſs, is adding Blaſphemy to Rebellion, and is downright a It would be ſuſpecting our 
I! own Cauſe (having to do with a Man of good Underſtanding) to doubt of his Converſion, if he were upon 
the Throne, where with Safety and Honour he might hear what was to be ſaid to him upon the Point of 
| Religion, which he has promis'd to render his Enemies, without Excuſe. But though he thould never be 
converted, he would be no leſs our King, and it would be leſs in his Power to hurt our Church or our Re- 
ligion. And we may expect the Bleſſing of God in the Obſervance of his Commandments, rather than in 
the open Breach and Contempt of them: And becauſe we have ſucceeded for a while, to go on with a ſtiff 
Neck, and reſolve never to return. This, my Lord, you cannot, you will not deny to be your Caſe, if you 
{ prove not clearly that God has made Diverſity of Religion a Barr to Government. Aud forget not the Caſe 
| of the Jews, in Egypt, in Babylon, and under the Romans. | 
When you have done this, you ſhall be my Magnus Apollo, and ever remembred with the utmoſt Gratitude | 
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Is to the Rebellious Children, ſaith the Lord, that take Counſel, but not of me] and that cover with a 
' Covering, but not of my Spirit, that they may add Sin 10 Sin, Ilai. 30. 1. 

' They have ſet up Kings, but not by me; they have made Princes, and I kuew it not, Hol. 8. 4. 

| Bebola, all ye that kindle a Fire, that compaſs your ſelves about with Sparks; walk in the Light of your 
| Fire, and in the Sparks that ye have kindI'd. This ſhall you have of mine Hand, ye ſhall lie down in 
| Sorrow, Iſai. 50. 11. | | | | 2% | a; | 
Thon art wearied in the Greatneſs of thy way ; yet ſaidſt thou not, there is no Hope: Thou haſt found 
tbe Life of thine Hand, therefore thou waſt not grieved, lai. 57. 10. | | | 
Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth, Jer, 23. 10. | 
| Becauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the Heart of the Sons of Men 
it fully ſet in them to do Evil, Ecclel. 8. 11. | : pL = 


RE XX 7 £ 


